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Preparation is key. My goal is to help as many contestants prepare as possible for EOY, FI.  Of course, there is not a “secret” formula to any catego-
ry. But, I can share what I did, what I learned and my perspective - and hopefully that helps you in your process.  A wise pageant queen once told 
me that your competition is with “yourself” - go into the pageant contest giving your best, most diverse, quality winning package. Don’t worry 
about what others are doing - focus on YOU. 

How do I prepare for the ONSTAGE QUESTION?
Total of 10 points possible per judge.

BASICS:  Each contestant is asked a question on stage. The question is created from the personal biography submitted by the contestant during 
registration.  Approximately three minutes is allowed for answers.  This category score is carried over for final night.  
Write your bio about things you care about, things that show your passion.  Think about aspects of your life that make you light up when you talk 
about them. Consider topics that make you stand out or make you unique as a potential titleholder and put those in the bio. Your bio does not 
need to be long. It can be one sentence if you choose.  

For example, I don’t often talk about it, but my Dad was killed by a drunk driver.  I chose to write about my Dad exclusively in my bio, so I knew 
that the question would likely be about him.  For me, talking about my Dad was personally emotional and allowed me to come out as a family 
survivor of drunk driving. Another year I wrote about the work I do with LGBTQ youth as the founder of Campus Pride.  Again, it was something I 
was comfortable with, knowledgable and where I was passionate.   

As far as how you address the judges, I always say thank you and very comfortably share my name again.  Then I go directly into addressing the 
question.  Wear something that makes you feel like a queen or something that makes you feel kick ass.    
People will give you tons of advice on this category, regardless of the pageant system.  Don’t over think it. Answer the question, clearly and con-
cisely.  The 10 points is broken down in the following areas: Appearance, Presentation & Self Confidence (5 points) and Answer Content, Ability to 
Communicate (5 points).

And of course, be professional, confident, don’t ramble, don’t say ummmm…. and relax.   Its all easy.. right?!

Please Note: The purpose of these preparation tips are to offer perspective from Buff Faye, the current National Titleholder of Entertainer of the 
Year, FI.  Read over the website and the contestant packet for all categories, pageant rules and regulations when available online at EOY.net. 
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